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In that luxurious resort, the rhythm of life intertwined with

the bustling white snow and lush green grass. Here, opulence

and competition blended seamlessly, with every breath of air

tinged with the scent of wealth and fame. People engaged in

sports and fashion, day after day, moving through a world

surrounded by radiance and desire. Everyone was playing an



endless game, one whose rules had long been set, yet no one

dared to truly confront its absurdity.
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The resort’s structure resembled a densely woven maze, filled
with the frenzy of extreme sports and the chilling undertones
behind fashion shows. The distance between the ski slopes
and the golf course felt like the instant leap from heaven to

hell. Every corner of the grounds was meticulously designed,



as if offering countless stages for a unique set of players.

Behind these stages, however, lay a profound game of identity

and desire, concealed beneath the polished veneer.
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In this seemingly glamorous world, the emotions and rivalries

between people are like invisible threads, closely intertwined

vet independently suspended. Each person tries to define



themselves, striving to become the ideal “success” in the eyes

of others, though this definition has long drifted from any

true sense of self. Every fashion show, every extreme sport,

feels like a test of individual worth. Through these

competitions and exhibitions, all eyes focus on you, and you

are helpless to resist the weight of their gaze.
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However, this gaze is not born of genuine understanding; it's

grounded in an artificial set of standards. Each character in

the resort becomes a victim of society’s narrow definitions of

“beauty” and “success”—they are defined by flawless exteriors,

confined by abilities and physiques. Every choice, every

action they take is a response to those external expectations,

but within, each of them begins to falter. Slowly, their

decisions cease to be free; instead, they resemble chess pieces

on a board, every move constrained by rules set by others.
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In this manufactured paradise, desire is magnified to infinity,

and jealousy seeps into every corner. A quiet, secret rivalry

brews—not merely in the arenas of career and sport but also

within the intricate entanglements of emotion and

relationships. Each person believes they can control the game,

only to realize, in the end, that they are nothing more than

puppets manipulated by their own desires and the pursuit of



power. Throughout every corner of the resort, competition

never pauses, and the tides of emotion remain in perpetual

turmoil.
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Yet, perhaps the most perplexing part of this glittering facade

is that none of it grants genuine solace to anyone. Whether

perched on the peak of a ski slope or gliding down the runway,



an elusive, unspoken emptiness lingers persistently in each

person’s heart. Behind these seemingly flawless moments lies

a profound undercurrent of sacrifices and lingering regrets.

Each individual is relentlessly working to embody the hero

envisioned by others, vet the solitude and struggle endured by

that hero remain unseen, concealed beneath the polished

exterior of success.
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This resort is filled with a dazzling display of surface-level

grandeur, yet deep within, each person searches desperately

for an escape —a semblance of genuine presence. But this

illusory paradise has never offered anyone true peace. Here,

people weave together, clash, and collide, yet all the while

they lose themselves, spiraling further from clarity. Until, one

day, they finally begin to see that all the success and glory

they've pursued may never have been what they truly desired.

No matter how luxurious, how brilliantly illuminated, their

world cannot mask the emptiness and confusion that haunt

their souls.
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This is a vicious cycle that can never be fully broken—both a
pursuit of freedom and a restraint upon it. Every person
within its bounds seeks a place they can claim as their own,
vet none can truly find it. Each gesture, every choice, seems

an attempt to answer external expectations, pulling them



further from their authentic selves. In the end, what they face

is not merely external competition and comparison, but a

profound questioning of their own identities. Within this

world woven of light and shadow, the hardest puzzle to

unravel may be how to find a sense of true self among the

tangled web of roles and desires.
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Yann stood at the end of the ski slope, the cold wind blowing

across his face. His eyes looked at the mountains in the

distance, and those towering snow-capped peaks seemed to be

talking to him in the distant sky. He is a contradictory

existence, both a ski instructor and an indispensable model in

fashion shows. Every time he skis, he seems to be able to find

his true self, but in the glamorous fashion circle, he feels

bound by invisible shackles. He doesn't talk to people often

and prefers to be alone. In his world, it seems that only snow

and wind are real things. However, the appearance of Ursina



changed everything. She is an existence that he cannot ignore,

both his lover and a complex mystery in his life.
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Ursina was always so strong and confident, seemingly

invincible as a golf instructor, especially when it came to



Yann. However, her possessiveness over him grew stronger,
and she had no awareness that deep within Yann, an
uncontrollable attraction had begun to develop for someone
else—Henry, the calm and profound fashion director. Yann
had never confessed his infatuation for Henry to anyone. The
feeling was a mix of confusion, longing, and helplessness. He
didn’t understand why he was drawn to Henry in such an
inexplicable way, but every time their eyes met, he was pulled

in, unable to break free.
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However, Ursina was unaware of all of this. Her attention was

entirely focused on Yann, and perhaps because of that,

Yann's feelings became like an unspoken, quietly creating a

distance between them.
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In the backstage of the fashion exhibition at the resort, Henry

was surrounded by scattered clothes and props. The lights



above cast a spotlight on his sharply defined features, making
everything seem so lonely. Yet, his gaze was fixed on the stage
in the distance. As a fashion designer with some success,
every move he made had the potential to shift the direction of
fashion trends. However, beneath the surface of glamour,

Henry harbored an unspeakable secret deep within.
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The relationship between him and his sister Axel was always
subtle, neither entirely sibling-like nor entirely not. Though
they shared a blood bond, this connection had long since
stretched out like a spider’s web, and the snow covered the
complex layers of their relationship deep within, something
they could never articulate. Henry's sister Axel was a sanda
(kickboxing) coach, often full of strength and wildness,

fearless and adventurous, yearning for a life of limitless



freedom. Because of this, Henry always felt like he lived in his
sister’s shadow. From childhood to adulthood, Axel's
presence was like a mirror reflecting Henry's deep
insecurities and anxieties. Axel's confidence and radiance,
qualities that Henry could never replicate, made him envious
of the freedom she embodied and unable to ignore her

unique and charismatic personality.
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Henry and Axel's pure sibling bond was shattered with the
arrival of a woman named Ophelia. Her presence made Axel
realize that her feelings for her brother went beyond sibling
love. She felt an intense jealousy toward this woman who
suddenly appeared by her brother’s side. The brother who
had always showered her with love and affection was now
giving that same care and attention to someone she didn't
even know. Axel was consumed with jealousy. Ophelia’s

presence constantly reminded her that all of Henry's affection



was no longer hers. What Axel didn't know was that the
feelings she struggled to express also existed in another
person. She and Henry had become like a sunflower and the
sun, always facing each other, yet never truly able to feel each

other’s presence.
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Ophelia's heart was consumed with jealousy; she couldn't
understand why Axel was able to so effortlessly occupy
Henry's world, becoming an integral part of his life, while she
could only stand on the sidelines, watching, She knew that the
relationship between her and Henry had long been tainted by
control and manipulation, yet she still couldn't bear Axel's
presence. Every time she witnessed the unbreakable bond
between the siblings, Ophelia's soul was filled with rage and
resentment. She wanted to be with Henry forever, to rid

herself of Axel's shadow, to claim him entirely for herself.
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Ophelia stood on the terrace of the resort, gazing at the
distant mountains, her mind swirling with countless thoughts.
She knew that her feelings for Henry were no longer just a
simple desire; they had become an inescapable dependency.
Each interaction with him seemed to pull her deeper into the
web of her emotions. And now, Axel's presence felt like a
thorn, deeply embedded in her heart. She couldn’t
understand why Henry always showered his sister with such

affection, while maintaining a distant, almost aloof attitude



toward her. The more she tried to understand, the more the
question gnawed at her: Why did she remain on the
periphery of his world, while Axel seemed to occupy the very

center?
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Ophelia understood that what she craved was not just love

from Henry, but the complete control and possession of him.



She wanted him to forget everything else, to be entirely hers.
However, in this world, it seemed that no one, except for her,
could truly enter Henry’s heart. And Axel, the confident,
independent, and vibrant sister, remained the
insurmountable presence in Henry's heart. Ophelia knew that

the battle between her and Axel had only just begun.
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In this resort, the emotions and desires of the five individuals

are like an unsolvable web, intertwined and tangled. Each

person navigates through this luxurious maze, trying to find

their own place. However, the true answer remains elusive, In

this world of extravagance and desire, each of them struggles

with their own cravings, emotions, and identities, while the

emptiness and confusion buried deep within them is an

inescapable fate.
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The story begins with a grand event at the resort, It is a

dazzling moment, as the resort’s elite gather, moving through

the opulent halls and beneath the sparkling lights. All eyes

are focused in one direction: a fashion show hosted by the

resort, in full swing. The models take to the stage one by one,

showcasing meticulously designed garments, while the air is

filled with applause and cheers.
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Yann and Ursina stand among the crowd, close to each other.
On the surface, they appear to be the perfect couple. Ursina
wears an exquisite green dress, exuding an air of cool
elegance, nobility, and confidence, while Yann is dressed in a
simple suit, quiet and reserved. Their movements reveal an
unspoken harmony, each action seeming like a carefully

rehearsed performance. Their relationship feels like a
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meticulously planned show, full of a desire to impress the

outside world.
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But Yann's thoughts had already drifted far away. His gaze

occasionally swept across the venue, searching for

someone—someone who always seemed to appear in the most

unexpected corners of his vision: Henry. At that moment,
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Henry stood backstage, directing the models’ positions and

steps. He wore a black tuxedo, hands in his pockets, slightly

lowering his head, as if deep in thought. Yann couldn't help

but fix his gaze on Henry, his eyes filled with an unspoken,

almost indescribable emotion.
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Every time Henry made a subtle gesture or spoke to someone,
Yann would observe intently, as if every movement held the
key to his very survival. Henry’s every smile, every motion,

made Yann's heart race. He couldn't understand why he felt
such a powerful attraction to another man, but this emotion,
like an uncontrollable flood, kept consuming the once-calm

sea of his heart.
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Ursina wasn't blind to Yann's unusual behavior. She was
intelligent and perceptive, always able to catch subtle shifts in
Yann's gaze. Although she acted indifferent on the surface,
doubts began to rise in her heart. She knew there was some
inexplicable connection between Yann and Henry, a
connection she had no understanding of. She started to notice
how Yann would often sneak glances at Henry from the most
inconspicuous corners, his eyes filled with longing and

confusion.
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She couldn’t help but feel a sense of unease. She and Yann

had known each other for many years, their relationship was

solid and full of understanding, a nearly flawless image of the

perfect couple in the eyes of others. However, she couldn’t

understand why Yann's gaze would often wander, why he

always seemed so absent-minded. In her intuition, Yann
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didn’t seem fully immersed in her world; rather, a part of his

soul seemed to drift somewhere bevond her reach.
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This feeling of unease began to slowly spread in Ursina’s

heart. She knew that this anxiety wasn't without reason. She

had heard some rumors about Yann and Henry, and although

there was no concrete evidence, a certain corner of her heart
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couldn’t shake the unsettling feeling. It made her increasingly

vigilant. She started searching for clues in every detail, trying

to confirm whether her suspicions were true.
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After a dinner, Ursina took the initiative to approach Yann,

She knew she could no longer remain silent about this unease,

nor could she continue to tolerate this subtle, lingering sense

of crisis. She looked directly into Yann's eves and said in a

low voice, "Is there something you need to tell me?”
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Yann was momentarily taken aback by her sudden question.

His heart skipped a beat, but he quickly regained his

composure. He furrowed his brow slightly and responded in a

low voice, "There’s nothing.”

Ursina A7 4k SE 36 W], {F 4 ) W 0 28 75 SE B A L 017 ¢ 22 5

& Yann (05 B A ORI TP . dhE

Yann BATEVRAE NG . R R TWER . RS AES IR

7% AR AR A o TR0 B L Lk O b T AR kS R

7,

35



Ursina didn't press further, but her gaze grew sharper, as if

trying to penetrate Yann's soul and see every shadow hidden

deep within. She knew that whatever Yann was keeping from

her must be significant, enough to shake the foundation of

their relationship. And this secrecy filled her heart with a mix

of anger and disappointment.
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However, Yann remained oblivious to the emotional

turbulence in Ursina. His mind was still fixated on Henry.

Every time he saw Henry talking to someone or when their

gazes briefly met, a strange surge of excitement and longing

would rise in Yann's chest. He began to fantasize in his mind

about stepping into a world that belonged only to him and

Henry, away from the eyes of everyone else. It was a world full

of freedom and passion, a place he yearned for but could

never quite reach.

SRR, Ursina B MR RE] . Yann [ 03R4 BLF 5

& — Y LA A i SR o R U Sl G Yann 5

Henry Z IR AR , MIFIRIFEE, XA 2. C2#

37



RAE Yann B0 RVFA o HF . X IF A — B o gl il 4 i 21
MR T RS ORI EL

Meanwhile, Ursina became increasingly aware that deep
within Yann, there seemed to be an impenetrable darkness,
She was no longer merely concerned about Yann's connection
with Henry; she began to suspect that this confusion and
emptiness had been lurking within Yann for a long time.
Perhaps this was not just a simple emotional entanglement,

but a profound crisis about his own identity.
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But how could she face this issue? Her relationship with
Yann had run so deep that it was impossible to easily sever.
She was afraid to confront the truth, yet couldn't bring hersell
to avoid it. She wanted to protect herself, protect their
relationship, but she knew that in this luxurious resort, all
desires and emotions were cloaked in deceptive halos and
tempting traps. Everyone was playing a game without rules,

and she, along with Yann, was merely a pawn in this game.
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As night fell and the lights of the resort began to flicker,

Yann and Ursina walked side by side down the corridor, yet

the distance between them seemed to grow with each step.

Their footsteps echoed in the empty hallway, like the

continuation of time, or perhaps like an unsolvable riddle.

Yann's mind remained unsettled as he looked at Ursina

beside him, only to realize that he was slowly losing his
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connection with her, And Ursina, though not showing it,

knew that the crack between them had quietly appeared.
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This resort, once the utopia they had all dreamed of, began to

row increasingly complex as each of them arrived. Everyone
P’

was searching for their place, but they didn't know what this

world would give them, what it would take away, or if it was

simply another endless gamble.
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The backstage lights were dim and flickering, as if
deliberately hiding everything in half-shadow. The scene had
a touch of drama, filled with concealment and voyeurism, like
a plot twist just beginning to unfold—the relationships and
desires outside the stage growing in silent corners. Henry and

Axel's quiet conversation in the corner of the backstage
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seemed unusually serene in the crowded space. Henry
appeared calm and detached as he adjusted the details of the
garment in his hands, occasionally glancing up at his sister,
his face showing a tenderness and affection that seemed

deliberately suppressed.

R WS B RORNG P " Axel S fE— 55 R R NE L R R
BEAETITE IR AR BN O — 2Rk, XA
— R A X o i R AN R AR A AL IR
B SR A 32 T, T Heney fBLF S B T 4 15 R
(o8-

*Are you staying tonight?” Axel asked softly from the side, her

tone casual and seemingly indifferent, but there was a hint of
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nervousness underneath. This was the first time she had

taken the initiative to approach him for a conversation. Her
gaze was direct and calm, yet her pupils involuntarily fluttered,
betraying her, and Henry seemed to sense the subtle meaning

behind her words.
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“Maybe, I'll decide after I finish what I have to do,” Henry

replied, his tone as calm and deep as ever. He wanted to tell
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her he would stay, but the words shifted at the last moment.

He felt that his response sounded too distant, so he reached

out and gently stroked Axel's head, as if to soothe some

unspoken doubt, His fingers slid through her soft hair, the

warm touch like a spring breeze, making her heart beat faster.
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Axel looked at her older brother, a wave of complex emotions
passing through her. "Alright, I'll wait for you,” she said, then
immediately felt something was amiss, so she added,
"Brother.” As the youngest child in the family, she had always
been sheltered by Henry, a habit that had become second
nature to her, She relied on him endlessly. Her feelings for
Henry had long since transcended sibling love, though she
had never fully realized it. At this moment, familial ties had

become an insurmountable barrier.
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In the shadows on the other side of the backstage, Ophelia

silently observed the scene. Her gaze was sharp and filled with

jealousy. She resented that Henry would treat Axel so

differently from the way he treated her. She watched as the

man she loved gently touched Axel, something he had never

done with her, and overheard their conversation, feeling a
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surge of discomfort. Axel seemed so at ease by Henry's side,
and it filled Ophelia with a sense of suffocation. She envied
Axel, envied her ability to be close to Henry without
hesitation, to accompany him with such a natural and
intimate presence—while she, despite crossing boundaries
with Henry long ago, had to maintain a hidden distance
between them, a relationship that could never be fully

acknowledged or made public.
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In the web of relationships between these individuals,
Ophelia's presence was subtle and complex. She understood
that her position in Henry's heart was uncertain, and at many
times, she herself couldn't grasp the true meaning of their
connection. The relationship between her and Henry felt like
an endless covert battle, a mix of desire and repression,
tinged with a sense of taboo. She envied Axel, envied the
younger sister's ease and fearlessness by Henry's side. This
jealousy burned quietly in the shadows backstage, silently

building resentment without a word.
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Axel seemed to sense that she was being watched. She turned
and caught sight of Ophelia in the distance, The challenging
look in Axel's eyes stung Ophelia, as if she had no right to

stand there—like a third party, hidden in the shadows—while
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Axel could so conflidently stand by Henry's side. In that
moment, Ophelia felt her position in this web of relationships
was painfully awkward, like an unwanted guest, excluded yet
unwilling to leave. She longed for Henry's gaze, to be noticed
in the backstage, but his relationship with Axel made her

reflect on what role she truly played in this complex dynamic.
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Ophelia’s emotions became tangled and intense, and she
began to question whether this feeling was love, desire, or
perhaps a jealousy born from a need to possess what others
had. She watched the sibling pair, as though peering into a
painting, the figures within exuding a closeness she could
never reach. And she, the shadow outside the frame, lingered

on the periphery, unable to truly belong.

G, Axel O AR B ROD I R 2 b R KRR
ZE 98 F] Ophelia X Henry #5040, {H 5176 2: 48 1 L 2
PRI G Axel PO IRAR B AT — IR IRIG S AR R
Aiv B Henwy BAEAT A 53 55, RAR /NI 5% 4 A7 0 40 ek ook —

RRgd=HAMA. AEEACAHFE TN, BELELA

52



BER N EOR AN . X Ophelia. 5] —Fh A i
PR A+ AR IR — i P 5 U AR AT L A R
BMRZ B, — IR T 2.

Meanwhile, a subtle sense of unease began to grow within
Axel, She had always sensed that Ophelia’s feelings for Henry
were not simple, but she couldn't pinpoint their exact
boundaries. Deep inside, Axel also felt a faint possessiveness;
she didn’t want Henry to be shared with anyone, much like
how she’d once had a favorite doll as a child—something that
couldn’t be shared with others, only discarded when no longer
needed. Now, she didn’t want her brother’s attention to be
divided by anyone else. As for Ophelia, Axel felt a primal

wariness, as though two creatures from the same territory
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were sizing each other up, filled with deep-rooted hostility.

“One mountain cannot hold two tigers.”
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"Did you save me that year?” Axel’s voice cut through the air
again. She was questioning the incident from her 18th
birthday, when she had fallen into the water and someone
had come to her rescue. She clearly remembered someone

swimming toward her, offering her breath, but she was certain
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it was him. However, no matter how much she asked Henry

afterward, he would never admit to having saved her.
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Henry maintained his calm demeanor, as if everything around
him was of no consequence, choosing to keep his emotions

locked within. He thought silently to himself, When the sun
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reaches its peak, shadows disappear, and every creature of the
night is exposed. Just as he could no longer hide his love for
her. In his mind, he mused, When all of this is over, I want
to keep you close, day and night. We'll be each other’s only in
this world, A brief flicker of tenderness passed through his
gaze, a softness that was fleeting, like light shimmering on

water, vanishing in an instant.
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“It wasn't me.” They looked into each other’s eyes, and just as
Henry was about to say more, Axel picked up a cigarette from
the pack on the table, realizing she had no lighter. She held
the cigarette between her lips, saying nothing. He stood

beside her in a lazy posture, reaching into his pocket to pull

out his silver-grey lighter, always carried with him.
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While lighting her cigarette, he stared at her ambiguously
and took a puff of the cigarette. She stared at the snow outside
the window in a trance, and the bitter taste of Nicotin
fermented in her mouth and in her heart. I never light
cigarettes for others easily.” Axel looked at Henry with
contempt and replied, “It's mutual. I never let anyone light
cigarettes for me easily.” He lowered his head and chuckled,
as if he was showing his pampering for Axel's ignorance just

now.
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In this backstage where lights and shadows intertwine,
everyone has their own desires and secrets, intertwined with
each other into an intricate network of relationships.
Everyone's identity is constantly distorted, magnified, and
even gradually becomes blurred in this network of
relationships. The relationship between Henry, Axel, and
Ophelia is no longer a simple brother and sister, lover, but a

hidden, taboo-colored struggle.
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Henry's calmness is like a provocation. His detached and

self-controlled temperament is like a cold mirror, reflecting

not only Ophelia’s desire, but also her subordinate position in

this relationship that cannot be changed. This asymmetrical

relationship makes her feel suffocated, but she is deeply

trapped in it and can't stop. She is unwilling to admit that she

has lost herself, but the sharp voice in her heart tells her that

Axel is an existence that she cannot ignore and a gap that she
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can never cross. Her brother-sister relationship is so pure that

she is jealous and even feels unapproachable.
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That day, Ophelia summoned Henry to her room, as if it was
a routine "private meeting’. The room was deliberately
decorated in a minimalist and cold style, and the silence was

filled with a suppressed and tense atmosphere. Ophelia stood
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by the window, and outside the window was the resort at night.
There were only a few glimmers of light in the darkness, like
an abyss that was about to swallow everything. And Henry

walked in slowly, as usual, with a calm look, without a trace of

ripples.
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Ophelia pushed Henry to the center of the room, her

movements slightly rude. She approached him with a fiery
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light in her eyes, staring at him almost intently, trying to find

something in these silent eyes. However, Henry's expression

remained cold, and he did not show any reaction to her

approach, not even moving his eyes.
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"What do you want?" His voice was light, like a cold breeze

floating in the air, as calm as if he was asking about the

weather.
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"Don't you understand what I want?" Ophelia's voice was
trembling, like the remnant of anger. She knew Henry knew
what she meant, but his indifference made her even more

excited.
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She reached out her hand, her fingertips slowly slid across
Henry's shoulders, and felt his muscles slightly tense under
her touch. At that moment, she felt a sense of victory, as if she
had touched Henry's self-made shell. She wanted to tear open
this shell, to possess him completely, to tear his calmness and
restraint into pieces in front of her. For her, this was not just
a desire, but a battlefield to prove her existence.
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Henry did not stop her touch, he just lowered his eyes, as if he
was observing her every move, observing her intentions, or
even silently waiting for her next step. Ophelia felt a strange
excitement, and this waiting made her blood gradually boil.
She leaned closer, as if to capture every tiny reaction of his,
and even to feel his compromise in his breathing. However,
Henry remained calm, like a cold statue, allowing her to make
all kinds of aggressive moves on the outside, but his heart

remained as still as a mountain.
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“Why are you so cold to me?” She almost growled out this
sentence, her voice filled with uncontrollable jealousy and
anger, "You can be gentle to her and stay with her, why can't
you show me a little emotion?” She didn't know when she
became so hysterical, she felt that she and Henry were a typo

from beginning to end.
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Henry's eves flashed with a complicated expression, as if he
was a little confused by her question, but also as if he had
expected it. He was silent for a few seconds, and finally

whispered: "Ophelia, you know between us..."
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This sentence was like a cold verdict, instantly crushing
Ophelia. Her hand let go of him involuntarily, and she felt as
if all her strength had been drained away. She realized that
she could only be a shadow in this relationship, an existence
that could never truly enter his heart. Her anger, jealousy,
and desire were all dissipated by his calmness and alienation,

leaving only a deep sense of powerlessness.
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She couldn't help but take a few steps back, as if to withdraw
from this suffocating scene. But she stopped immediately, and
an extreme thought came to her mind. She didn’t want to give
up, and didn't want Axel to occupy the territory that she could
never reach, She turned around suddenly, her eyes firm, with

an almost crazy determination.
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"Do you think you can keep doing this?" She whispered in a

threatening tone, as if challenging him. She knew Henry
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would not respond to her provocation, but she needed to

make him aware of her presence and her determination.
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Henry remained silent, but a complex wave flashed in his eyes.
He seemed to realize that Ophelia would not let go easily, and
this relationship had become more and more dangerous, full
of uncontrollable emotions. And he seemed to have been

involved in this silent battle and could not get out.
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In this tense atmosphere, Ophelia suddenly reached out and
grabbed Henry's collar, forcing him to get close to her, so
close that she could almost hear his breathing. She whispered,
"I will prove to you that I understand you better than she does

and can satisfy you better.”
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The emotional entanglement between them is like a silent

war, each of them is silently testing, looking for the other’s

weakness, while also trying to protect their own vulnerability.

The light and shadow in the background cover everything,

hiding their true appearance, but the desire for each other

grows and spreads in the darkness, like a silent burning

flame.
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Their lives are like the hidden longitude and latitude of this
resort, and the emotional entanglement between them has
become a maze from which they cannot escape. They are lost
in this illusory luxury, and their love and desire are
intertwined into an indistinguishable emotion. Every look
and every movement is trying to reveal, but also concealing
their true inner feelings. In this relatively isolated space, time
seems to be still, while the waves in their hearts are becoming

more and more turbulent.
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Axel whispered to Henry, "What is going on between you and
her?” The "she” in her words was of course Ophelia, but her
voice was filled with a hint of vigilance and curiosity, trying to
probe Henry's inner world. However, Henry did not respond

to this question, He just looked at his sister silently, with a

hint of complex emotions in his eyes. It was a look that
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contained protection and forbearance, with an almost silent

alienation.
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Ophelia stood in the shadows, staring at them with her eyes as
sharp as needles, and an irrepressible anger and resentment
had already ignited in her heart. The intimacy between the

brother and sister made her feel lost, and Henry's implicit
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attitude made her fall into a deep sense of powerlessness. She

began to realize that in this intricate network of relationships,

she was always an excluded person, and her emotions were

just a fragile and powerless phantom that could not really

touch Henry's heart.
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She couldn't help but turn around and leave, burying herself

in the darkness of the backstage, letting the flame of jealousy

burn quietly in her heart. Behind her, Axel's eyes were still

firmly fixed on Henry, as if he wanted to find the answer he

wanted from his eyes. Henry, on the other hand, still stood

there calmly, letting the waves of emotions surge in his heart.

He knew that he couldn’t escape the chaos in this relationship,

but he couldn't see his own direction.
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In a hidden private area of the resort, away from the noise of

tourists and the bright lights, Ursina and Yann's voices

gradually rose, as if to tear apart the seemingly peaceful night.

The two stood beside the artificial stream, surrounded by only

a few green plants, as if on an isolated island. Yann was silent

at first, and then finally, as il he was forced into a desperate

situation, he whispered but resolutely admitted the feelings
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deep in his heart, the unknown secret - his feelings for Henry

were never limited to friends.
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These words were like a heavy bomb, which exploded in

Ursina's heart instantly, Broken emotions surged in her heart.

She seemed to be in disbelief, her eyes slightly red, with a

pain of betrayal. She stared at Yann, trying to find a trace of

lies on his face. However, Yann's expression was extremely
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serious, even with a hint of apologetic tenderness, which

made it even more difficult to accept.
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“Are you kidding me, Yann?" Ursina's voice was trembling, as
if she was asking from deep in her throat, suppressing some
emotion that was about to burst out, "How dare you do that to

him...]"
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Yann didn't say anything, but just nodded slightly, the

movement was so gentle that it was almost imperceptible, but

it was so real. This silent admission was more devastating

than any words. Ursina felt a sharp pain in her chest, as if

everything she trusted collapsed in an instant. Her face was

pale, and her eyes were filled with anger and a deep sense of

powerlessness.
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"What on earth are you thinking about?” she questioned, with

a burning light in her eyes, carrying a kind of jealousy after

being ignored and the humiliation of having her self-esteem

trampled on. "What does our relationship of such a long time

mean to you? Do you really have no attachment to me?”
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Yann's silence was like an impenetrable wall, isolating

Ursina's anger and pain. At this moment, he was like a cold

stone, unable to respond to her questions. She realized that

the person in front of her, the one who had brought her

countless warmth and companionship, seemed to have

become distant and unfamiliar without her noticing.
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Ursina took a step back and stared at Yann coldly, her eyes
gradually becoming complicated. She took a deep breath and
tried to calm her surging emotions. But the pain of jealousy
and betrayal still rolled deep in her heart, like an
undercurrent, constantly eroding her sanity, She once
thought that she occupied an important position in Yann's
life, and even confidently believed that no one could easily
shake their relationship. But now she realized how wrong she

was.
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"Do you know how much I've invested in this relationship?”

Ursina's voice was low and sharp, with an uncontrollable

anger and disappointment. "And you actually,..actually put

your mind on Henry! There's no way he would respond to you!

Have you lost your mind?"
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Yann was silent for a while, then raised his head slightly, his

eyes gentle but firm, as if trying to explain his uncontrollable

emotions: "I know that maybe there is no possibility for this

relationship, but this does not hinder my feelings for him, I

don’t want to deceive you, but I don't want to deceive myself

even WITOT"C.'
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This made Ursina’s anger rise to the peak instantly. She

clenched her teeth, and a fierce fire ignited in her eyes. She

could not tolerate such an answer. This seemingly sincere but

deeply hurtful response made her feel like a joke, the one

who was kept in the dark. Her former self-confidence was

ruthlessly shattered, leaving only unacceptable humiliation

and jealousy.
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"Well, in that case, you just wait and see.” Ursina gritted her

teeth and whispered, with an almost vicious coldness in her

voice, "I will let you know how big a mistake you have made.”
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The coldness and anger in Ursina's eyes intertwined, and she

felt an uncontrollable impulse. A strong desire for revenge

gradually grew in her heart, She was determined to win

Yann's heart back at all costs, even in more extreme ways.
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From that day on, Ursina began to appear more intimately

beside Yann, intentionally or unintentionally, trying to recall

the old feelings between them with sweet smiles and gentle

actions. She hoped that in this way, he would realize that their

relationship was still irreplaceable. However, Yann's reaction

was still cold, and even seemed more alienated. This

alienation was like a thorn that pierced deeply into her heart.
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Ussina gradually became more and more paranoid, even

publicly showing her "exclusive rights” to Yann. The fire of

jealousy in her heart was burning, as if it was burning her

from the inside out. Her self-esteem and reason were

gradually eroded by this uncontrollable jealousy, gradually

leading her to a dangerous path.
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At a fashion event at a resort, Ursina deliberately acted extra

intimate in front of Henry, trying to use this method to win

back Yann's attention and make him feel her attraction again,

She smiled in front of Henry as il there was no barrier

between them. Her eyes wandered, quietly observing Yann's

reaction, hoping to see even a trace of uneasiness or jealousy

on his face.
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But Yann's expression was still calm, as if he didn't care about
Ursina's actions, Ursina felt a chill in her heart, as if all her
efforts had become a joke. She realized that this superficial
calmness was even more tormenting, Yann's indifference was

like a sharp blade, piercing her body.
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Her emotions became more and more anxious during
countless attempts. Jealousy and unwillingness turned into
invisible shackles that tightly wrapped around her, making
her breathless. Her rationality was gradually eroded, and her
desire for revenge became stronger. She could not bear to be
the one being ignored and become a bystander in a

relationship.
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In the dark corner of the resort, Ophelia’s eyes reveal an
indescribable calm and calculating light. She observes Axel
and Henry, her subtle expression flickering, as if she is
weighing a complicated chess game, secretly arranging every
chess piece in detail. For Ophelia, emotion is a tool, a power
that she can use anytime and anywhere. Her goal is no longer
to simply possess Henry, but to manipulate the bond between
him and others, so that he can completely rely on her and

become a subject in her emotional kingdom.
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She had long discovered Axel's almost obsessive
protectiveness towards Henry. Axel always showed a kind of
exclusive intimacy, a kind of warmth from brother and sister,
which, in her opinion, was accompanied by an uneasy
possessiveness. Ophelia realized that if Axel maintained this

intimacy, her position in Henry's heart would never be stable,
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Therefore, she decided to start with Axel first - destroying

this invisible barrier from the inside.
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Ophelia always accurately controlled her emotional

expressions, and every move was made out of careful

consideration. She knew that if she directly provoked the

relationship between the two, it would be too blunt and would

be noticed by them. Therefore, she chose a strategy like
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boiling a frog in warm water - gradually influencing Axel
imperceptibly, and letting him gradually fall into the

emotional vortex she wove.
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One afternoon, Ophelia found an opportunity to chat with

Axel in the garden pavilion of the resort, Her tone was gentle,
with a hint of imperceptible concern, as if she was a confidant

who understood his innermost thoughts, rather than Henry's
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lover. She looked at Axel with the attitude of a hostess,

pretending to be the only one in Henry's heart.
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"I know you've always cared about your brother.” Ophelia said
in a soft and low voice. She repeatedly emphasized the word
"brother” with her aggressiveness and a faint sigh. "Actually, I

feel the same way. Aren’t our goals the same? Axel?"
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Axel was startled when she heard this and looked up at
Ophelia. She couldn't tell the real intention of Ophelia’s
words for a moment. No matter what this woman said, it
seemed like she was asserting her sovereignty. Her face
seemed to be shrouded in a faint glow, and her eyes revealed
a kind of impatience. She thought there was nothing to say

about this woman, as if she saw through all her thoughts and
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little thoughts, as if it was a game between lions and leopards,

everything was self-evident.
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"Henry..." Axel said slowly, with a hint of pride in her eyes, as
if everything was under her control, "He is the only one who
understands me and cares about me. We have a deep

relationship, and I will always stay by his side.”
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“But,” Ophelia’s mouth corners slightly raised, revealing a
faint smile, "Have you ever thought that maybe what Henry
needs is a partner who can truly understand him and care
about him, someone who can stand by his side as a partner.”
These words pierced her heart like a fish thorn, She smiled
bitterly and said, "Do you think you can be that person?” Axel
frowned slightly, and habitually took out a cigarette case from

his coat pocket. When his hand touched the cold object, the
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corners of his mouth slightly raised. She knew that this was

something he never left.
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"He's your brother!” Ophelia continued, looking at her
provocatively, "You are related by blood, and he needs a lover
who can protect him from gossip. I have always felt that your

feelings for him are not that simple, right? Axel.”
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Axel fell into deep thought, she knew that the relationship

between them was a mistake, but she couldn't control her

heart and desire. Although there are many voices against my

love for you, I just want to keep kissing you until the world

collapses, so that you belong to me only.
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In the following days, Axel deliberately showed an indifferent
attitude towards Henry, knowing that this trick would work

for Henry.

LRI, Ophelia 81k Henvy 2 W7 4 %) Axel f 5 2

Ko B AE Henvy T B HR K Axel TG, X4 BLILR
W F) Axel f) Henry B SER— G40, B /R Axel X} Henry
B R — P RS AR R B, X R TE R R o “Henry /R

IS R IR TR 28 T AT AR 2 A AR P — R TE A

L o

At the same time, Ophelia deliberately made Henry gradually
feel distant from Axel. She always mentioned the topic of

Axel in front of Henry, which made Henry, who had not seen
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Axel for a few days, feel irritated - for example, implying that
Axel's dependence on Henry was an immature behavior,
which was counterproductive. "Henry, do you know that your
sister has a new boyfriend?" This sentence sounded like a

warning bell in his heart.
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"Really?” This topic was lightly passed by, but Henry's
impatience escalated again. He put down the coffee cup and

stood up to walk to the door. Ophelia called him, "Are you
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going to find Axel?” Her voice was as gentle and delicate as

possible. She wanted to keep him, both now and in the future.
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However, she has another secret desire deep in her heart. Her

dependence on Henry actually carries a complex

possessiveness, even a kind of self-projection. She hopes that

Henry can completely become her pillar, and even the only

outlet for her emotions. This exclusive desire drives her to
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constantly control everything about him, making him unable

to break free from her world.
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The night in the resort is quiet and deep, with starlight falling

on the pool, like a quiet galaxy. However, this silence hides

countless undercurrents, and Axel’s plan continues to

ferment in the darkness.
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Henry felt that he was gradually sinking into an invisible,

inescapable quagmire. At first, he didn't notice it, but felt that

Axel brought a unique attraction to him, like a faint

dangerous scent that permeated the surroundings. He

gradually discovered that every look and every word she said

seemed to have an irresistible power, which made him fall

into an indescribable confusion and dependence step by step.

However, as time went on, he began to realize that this
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dependence did not come from real emotions, but an

out-of-control illusion.
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Axel's existence is elusive to him, sometimes gentle like the

spring breeze, sometimes cold like the frost and snow on a

winter night, Her emotional expression always has a color of

being close yet distant, which makes Henry want to
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completely control this sister. He tries to understand the

nature of this emotional relationship and tries to sort out the

relationship between himself and Axel, but these thoughts are

intertwined, confusing and entangled, like layers of dense

nets that entangle him and he cannot break free.
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Thinking of this, he irritably wanted to smoke a cigarette,

trying to sober himself up with nicotine. At this moment, he

saw Axel and her so-called "new boyfriend” walking side by

side in the snow. This scene was too dazzling, He closed his

eyes as if he was thinking about something, and smiled

bitterly, He reached into his pocket to take out a cigarette, but

suddenly remembered that his silver lighter was with Axel.

He dropped his hands to his sides as if giving up, and watched

them gradually walk away. At this moment, he truly realized

that now even his most despicable heart was with her... It was

really ridiculous...
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One night, the resort's pool was rippling quietly in the night,

and the stars were shining on the water, like a flowing Milky

Way. Axel sat alone by the pool, recalling the good times he

had spent with Henry.
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Axel recalled the countless times you woke up from naps.

You had eyes full of me, and we ran together to chase the

illusory shadow. When the sun set that day, you looked at me

and said, "We want to be together when we grow up!” I really

don’t know how to express my feelings at that time. I always

thought that this was the love between siblings. Now I just

want to call you Henry, not brother...
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"Maybe all this should not have started...” She murmured to

herself, as if she was talking to the night. The words

disappeared into the darkness as no one responded. She

looked up at the starry sky. There was a thin layer of fog in

the sky covering the bright moon, just like she and Henry

would always cover their hearts to each other. "Axel, what are

you looking at?” This voice had not appeared in Axel's mind

for a long time, She was even stunned when she heard it.
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Seeing that she didn't respond for a long time, he slowly
walked to her side and followed her gaze, and asked again,
"What are you thinking about?” There was a gentle concern
in his voice, as if he was tempting her to talk about her "new
boyfriend”. He pretended to be indifferent every time he

asked, and Axel had already figured out all his tricks.
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Axel finally chose to follow Henry's words,

"Nothing...you...how are you and Ophelia doing recently?”
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"Why are you asking this?" "Do you love me?" "...
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Henry did not answer immediately, but remained silent, as if
giving Axel time to digest his emotions. Suddenly, the
surroundings became so quiet that Axel unconsciously turned
to look at Henry. They looked at cach other and tried to sce

through each other's heart. He leaned over and buttoned up



the coat draped over her shoulders one by one. This behavior

was very much like the care between lovers. At this time, she

stared at him in a trance again.

CEMRTE AN . Axel WS — KT MR E HH XA S J O

0 B A ) I O a0 A AR R S S — X ARBE o X

%L WA FOR & A ARG TE (61 R

Iif 3 4 A B O A

"Love” he answered softly, "Axel" it was the first time she

heard him say this word, and her heart was moved. At this

moment, they were the last pair of phoenixes in the world. At

this moment, I suddenly realized that everyone lives in a

role-playing world and often cannot find their own role
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"Do you know the origin of that lighter?” Without waiting for
Axel to answer, he continued to speak, "It was a gift from my
mother on my coming-of-age ceremony. She told me that if I
must enter the dark world of adults, I must remember to first
give all my light and heat to the people I love.” The item that

he never leaves behind is not cigarettes with the bitter smell
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of nicotine, nor alcohol that can numb the nerves, but an

old-fashioned silver lighter that is as ordinary as it can be.
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Henry stared at Axel, she observed him like a child, he

reached out and stroked her face, the touch was subtle and

itchy. "What's up with your "new boyfriend"? Axel?” This

question brought her back to reality, she thought for a

moment and said, "We're just friends, today you talked the
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most.” They could finally give up deceiving each other and

stop struggling with this sick relationship.
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The word “love” was too heavy. She didn’t know if it was the
love between brother and sister, or... After that, they seemed
to have a tacit understanding and stopped asking any more
questions, But Axel's hand was in his pocket, holding the
lighter tightly in his palm, for fear that it would grow wings

and fly away, just like the love he didn't easily express...
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Deep inside Yann's heart, there is an unquenchable wave of

emotion that, when stirred up, is like a stone being thrown

into a calm lake, with ripples cascading over each other that

can't be stopped. The night before the private meeting, Yann

lay in his luxurious but cold bed at the resort, the light from

the ceiling dimly reflecting his thoughts, He felt himself

slipping into an abyss, a long-suppressed longing growing in
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the back of his mind, seemingly about to explode with

unquenchable force.
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The next day, he arrived at the conference room with some

anxiety and anticipation. The exquisitely furnished room was

full of understated luxury, with heavy curtains, warm wooden
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floors, and aromatherapy scents in the air, as if to soothe the
visitor's heart. yann entered slowly, his eyes darting around
the room until they landed on Henry, who was sorting
through a stack of papers, his brow furrowed in deep thought,
and Yann watched him as if he had a thousand words to say,
but an inexplicable tension prevented him from saying them.
thousands of words waiting to be poured out, but when they
reached his mouth they were hindered by an inexplicable

tension.
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At this moment, the door of the conference room opened
gently. Ursina walked in like a breeze, with light steps and
elegant expression. However, in Yann's eves, her arrival was
like an invisible shackle, separating him and Henry from
different worlds. A trace of uneasiness flashed through his
heart, but before he could speak, Ursina had already sat down
beside him with a smile, gently holding his hand, with a
subtle tenderness, as il her presence was the real meaning of

this meeting.
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“Yann,” she whispered, with an irresistible determination in
her eyes, "let’s talk about work, talk about your future.” Her
words were soft, with some subtle hints, as il reminding him

of a fact that had already been determined.
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Yann felt lost and even a little angry. He originally wanted to

have a deep exchange with Henry, perhaps to find some

comfort, or to confirm the existence of some subtle emotions,

but at this moment these emotions were interrupted without

reservation by Ursina's arrival, suppressed in the bottom of

his heart, unable to find an outlet. His eyes wandered between

Ursina and Henry, his lips slightly opened, but in the end he

swallowed those hidden emotions.
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In the following days, Ursina's control became more and

more obvious. She was like a behind-the-scenes director,

arranging Yann's schedule perfectly, dividing his life into

independent modules, and even intentionally or

unintentionally isolating him from the activities of the fashion

circle, She always had a calm smile, as if everything was for

his good, but Yann felt a deep sense of alienation behind this
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smile. He began to doubt whether this relationship was based

on love or a cold possession?

Ursina (93 613 Wi 2 03 Yann W40, kMR — R 0

RAUME R R BYMIRE S Henry BIE . B LB Ursina

TPHAT . UL TAR AL, U REZ A, BN S

Z0RCE 3 AR R R R A %, i e R e ) 77

TEAR AT B

Ursina's control gradually erodes Yann's life, making him feel

suffocated and powerless. Whenever he tries to get close to

Henry, he is always interrupted by Ursina, who sometimes

deliberately creates an intimate scene of a "couple”
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relationship to remind him that her existence cannot be

ignored.
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One night, Yann accidentally met Henry in the corridor. He

hesitated for a moment, and finally mustered up the courage

to walk forward and gently patted Henry on the shoulder.

Henry turned around, with a little surprise in his eyes, but

soon regained his composure.
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"Are you okay?” Yann asked in a low voice, with a hint of
sincerity in his voice, as if trying to break through some

invisible barrier.
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Henry smiled and nodded. "I'm fine, Yann, just a little busy.

My schedule has been a bit tight lately.” His words were calm,

but with an imperceptible sense of distance, as if he was

intentionally keeping a certain distance.
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Yann took a deep breath, his eyes filled with earnestness.
"Henry, ['ve been wanting to talk to you about something,..
outside of work.” His words were vague, but with an
irrepressible desire, as if he was expecting some kind of

response.
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However, at this moment, Ursina's voice came from the end

of the corridor, with a gentle but irresistible power. "Yann, it's

time to rest. We have an important schedule tomorrow.” Her

voice seemed to be an invisible barrier, completely blocking

the conversation between Yann and Henry.
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Yann turned around and saw Ursina standing there, smiling

and looking at him, as if she had foreseen everything. A trace
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of helplessness flashed through his mind, but he could only

nod and say goodbye to Henry. At the moment of leaving, he

caught a trace of complex emotions in Henry's eyes, as if

carrying some unexpressed emotions, but it was quickly

covered up under the smile.
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In the following days, Ursina's control over Yann became

more and more obvious. She almost deprived him of all his
personal time, excluded him from various fashion events, and
even arranged a lot of private training, trying to tie him firmly
to her side. Her actions seemed reasonable, but there was an
unquestionable sense of oppression, as if she was conveying a
silent warning to him in this way: she was the center of his life,
and the existence of any other person would be ruthlessly

excluded.
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Yann gradually realized that Ursina was trying to control not

only his life, but also his heart. Every decision and every

emotion of his seemed to be put under a microscope by her,

Any slight emotional fluctuation would be captured by her

and quickly guided or contained. He felt a powerless struggle,

as if he was trapped in an inescapable cage, and his only

outlet was the unexpressed emotion, the secret emotion he

tried to share with Henry.
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One night, Yann stood alone on the terrace of the resort,
looking at the night sky in the distance. The stars flickered in
his eyes, reflecting the confusion deep in his heart. He felt
that he was gradually lost. Under Ursina's control, his life
seemed to have lost its color and turned into a lifeless

repetition. He began to wonder whether this relationship was
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based on love or a kind of possession between each other? He

tried to find his original intention and the freedom he really

wanted. However, every time he tried to break free, he was

always firmly bound by Ursina's invisible shackles.
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Under this quiet night sky, Yann gradually developed a

rebellious thought. He began to realize that only by breaking

through this control could he find his true life and the
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long-suppressed desire. And this desire might be the
unexpressed emotion between him and Henry, the world he

had always longed to approach but was isolated by Ursina.
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He finally made a decision, a bold decision he had never

made before.
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Ophelia's emotions are like an invisible flame, burning from
a small, uneasy flame into a blazing flame, becoming
increasingly uncontrollable. She began to realize that her
dependence on Henry was no longer just an ordinary desire
for intimacy, but an emotional need that devoured her sell
and even changed her cognition. As her relationship with
Axel became increasingly tense, Ophelia's mentality gradually
changed, as if only by completely possessing Henry could she

find a sense of belonging that was almost stable.
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However, this belonging does not come from love or warmth,
but more like a cold obsession to strip Henry of his freedom.
Her dependence and desire for Henry has risen from spiritual
to possessive, a dark shadow hidden deep in her heart that

pushes her to do whatever it takes to create conflicts and

contradictions. Her ambition gradually expands as time goes
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by. She begins to imagine creating a confrontation between
Axel and Henry, and even attempts to create a rift between

them, in order to consolidate her position in Henry's life.
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Ophelia knew Axel's sensitivity and fragility. She always

watched Axel's seemingly natural intimacy with Henry with a

cold eye, as if the purest brother-sister relationship in the

world was the bond between the two. However, in her eyes,

this intimacy was undoubtedly an unbearable threat. She

longed for Henry to belong to her both mentally and

emotionally, as if only in this way could she feel a subtle

satisfaction. Whenever Henry lay down beside her in a

relaxed and trusting manner, and whenever their

conversation became more in-depth, Ophelia felt a sense of

satisfaction deep in her heart. She longed for this balanced
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peace to continue forever, and even laid many traps for this
continuation, ensuring that Henry could only look at her with

trust in the end.
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So, she began to intentionally or unintentionally guide Henry
to question Axel's motives, creating an illusion so that Henry

would no longer be so determined to choose Axel. She began
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to mention Axel’s "new boyfriend” in front of Henry. She
knew it was not the boyfriend at all, but she wanted to make
Henry feel a little bit of resentment towards Axel, so that
Henry would truly give up his morbid feelings for Axel,
secretly pushing the trust relationship between the siblings to

the edge of a crack.
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"Henry, [ always feel that there’s something special about your
relationship with Axel.” She pretended to be nonchalant, but

her eyes were subtle and deep, full of suggestive meanings.
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Henry was startled and looked at her with a little doubt:
"Especially?” He walked forward and stared at Ophelia who
was leaning against the wall, "Don’t you think you have
crossed the line?” Hearing this, Ophelia, who originally

wanted to sow discord, fell into endless contemplation.
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Yes, our relationship is limited to the needs of nature, he has

never belonged to me alone...
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‘T was just asking casually,” Ophelia came back to her senses
and explained with a smile, a cold light flashing in her eyes,
"But, sometimes, is your relationship too close? You know
what you are thinking...” There was a hint of careless
contempt in her voice, which seemed to have inadvertently
planted a seed of doubt, and this seed began to sprout slowly

and quietly in Henry's heart.
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Henry felt a little uneasy. He knew clearly how his sister felt
about him, but he was afraid that his sister would be criticized
by the world because of this special feeling. Ophelia's words
seemed to have some effect, causing Henry to struggle in his
heart. He was thinking, that night was very special and long.
She was questioning whether [ saved her. I don't know why, it
was clearly another question, but I felt that she was

questioning whether I loved her.
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During this process, Ophelia silently observed their
interactions, keenly capturing every tiny change. She knew
that once the emotional cracks appeared, they would
gradually spread, like tiny cracks on the ice, and eventually be
enough to tear their relationship apart. Her strategy was not
to directly provoke, but to use a method that seemed real and

illusory to infiltrate a trace of uneasiness into Henry's heart,
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ensuring that his relationship with Axel gradually became

complicated and subtle.
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At the same time, Axel began to notice the subtle changes in

Henry's attitude, and began to think that Henry, who said he

loved her last time, appeared in her dream. She gradually lost

the familiar intimacy in front of him, as if an invisible barrier
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stood between them. She tried to ask Henry, trying to figure
out what happened, but Henry's answers were always vague, as

if he was deliberately avoiding something.
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Axel's uneasiness gradually accumulated, and she had a sense

of crisis in her heart. She wondered if she hadn't asked that

question that day, would things between them not be like this.

She couldn't understand Henry's indifference, nor could she

accept this inexplicable sense of distance. She began to

speculate that maybe she was too dependent on Henry, or that

her feelings for him had already exceeded the boundaries of

siblings. But this thought frightened her deeply, and she was

unwilling to admit that there was anything wrong with her

feelings. However, Ophelia's presence was a constant

reminder to her, reminding her that Henry's attention had

long been diverted, and might even be completely taken away,
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On a quiet night, Axel summoned up the courage to confront

Henry. She tried to regain the long-lost sense of trust and

restore the intimacy between them. However, Henry's cold

response was like a bucket of cold water, instantly

her enthusiasm. There was a hint of alienation

in his tone, as if the intimacy between them no longer had its

original purity, but was torn apart by some unknown force.
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"Axel, are we getting too close?” Henry asked coldly, his eyes
filled with mixed emotions, confusion and a little uneasiness.
"What did you say that night? Was it a joke?” Axel picked up
his coat that was quietly placed on the table, stood up and

wanted to leave, leave here, leave him___
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Henry watched Axel leave and wanted to say something, so he

stood up. But in the end, he remained silent. The words were

like a fish bone stuck in his throat, choking his throat. It

seemed that he could feel pain when he made a sound, not a

sore throat, but a heartache... It made his nerves numb and

tremble...
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Axel rushed out of the room and was hurt by his words. She

felt a surge of silent anger and disappointment. She had never

thought that Henry's words could be so contradictory and

hurt her heart. It deeply hurt her heart and made her begin to

question the authenticity of their conversation that day. He

was an actor. Thinking of this, she walked back.
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"Do you really want me to hate you?" Axel's voice sounded

again in the empty room. Henry wondered if he was

hallucinating. He raised his head and looked at the door.

Secing that Henry didn't answer, he asked again, "Are you

afraid that [ love you?" He thought for a while and spoke, but

it was not a response to Axel's question, but a question, "Then

what do you love?" He asked while walking towards Axel, "Me?

It's impossible for us to...”
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Axel was truly heartbroken when she heard this. She stared at
Henry intently, the tears accumulated in her eyes flowing
down like mist on a window after rain. Henry habitually
reached out to wipe away her tears, but she took a step back
as if she had expected it. "Okay...Brother...” She left, so

hurriedly and so resolutely.
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Ophelia's plan was successful step by step. She finally saw the
rift between Henry and Axel gradually widening and
gradually engulfing their relationship. She knew that her
desire for control was greatly satisfied in this situation. She
held everything about Henry tightly in her hands, as if she
could completely destroy the emotional bond between him

and Axel with just a little effort.

SR R R RIS . Ophelia 418 T — R L
A2 MW IR B B OISR IR R B o AL T

T RN EE R U IR I Teney 7.0 RIRAL HUR

159



Flb— A BT A 5 5 22— R R o X S

P o5 A 5 A ALt A S BT 5 T T AR

e 65 5 97 A N — S T 2 O BUR 2

However, in the satisfaction of this manipulation, Ophelia

also felt a subtle uneasiness, She gradually realized that what

she was pursuing was not simple possession, but a deeper

desire. She wanted Henry to belong to her alone in the depths

of his heart, and she could not even share the slightest

emotion with others. This extreme possessiveness gradually

distorted her mind, causing her to gradually fall into an

almost pathological psychological state while constantly

designing various conspiracies.
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This morbid sense of control is quietly corroding her

relationship with Henry, causing her to lose herself

unconsciously and become a ghost driven by desire, floating

in the shadows of the resort, watching the chaos she created

with cold eyes. However, under all this calmness, she feels a

sense of vulnerability that is about to collapse. She knows that
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this emotional competition will eventually go to extremes in

an unpredictable way.
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In this emotional game, the relationship between Ophelia,
Henry, and Axel is like a tangled thread, entangled in each
other's hearts, and gradually turns into a shackle that is

difficult to untie.

Henry (R4 B IF 75— 5K TS T 0 90 v . AR5k 9 BE A7 %8 A PR SR 90

AT B AT R T Y A A R R A T

162



IREE B ] Axel —HTEEEF MR AN LI AR
Er Y VAR E NIV N (Y o L1 D VAN TP R B
R R PRV TR AR AR ORI 0 R O R SR G
b 5L 05 90 o Hlenvy 375 0 1% 52 B — SRR 22 10 15 4 1A i)
AT RS X A AR 2 IE R B O A DL ) Ophelia 113X
Btk R

Henry seemed to be trapped in an invisible net, which was
both attractively flexible and deadly tightening. Every time he
tried to break free, he got deeper. He began to realize that
Axel had always been in control of their relationship - she
never exposed too many emotions, and never cared about his
reaction, but used an almost forbearing and determined

indifference to slowly tighten his heart, as if weaving some
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kind of dark web that could not be escaped. Henry also

clearly felt a sense of uneasiness spreading in his life, and this

uneasiness was precisely because he could not clearly

understand this relationship with Ophelia.
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Axel's control over Henry is more like an art. She quietly sets
traps in every detail. She is cold and distant, but she instantly
closes the distance between them, making Henry angry and
dependent on her. This contradictory mentality accumulates
day by day and gradually becomes a heavy psychological
shackle. Her behavior is like a role in a perfect script, neither
distant nor too intimate, which makes Henry toss and turn in

her traction, and he can never get rid of the vague desire.
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Axel remembered that once she tried to confront Ophelia
head-on. It was a cold night, and the sky was low, as if it
brought a depressing atmosphere into their conversation. She
finally mustered up the courage to express her dissatisfaction
to Ophelia, who expressed her thoughts so easily. However,
Ophelia smiled slightly, with a hint of cold pity in her eyes, as

if what Axel said was just a fleeting bubble in her eyes.
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"Ophelia,” she whispered, her voice soft and different from
the usual tone when speaking to Ophelia, "You...you and
Hen...my brother are doing well now, right..."” Ophelia smiled
and said to her, "He's been much more enthusiastic towards

me lately! He even bought me a birthday cake!”
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This sentence was like a sharp blade, cutting into Axel's heart,
causing her to lose all her courage in an instant. Her struggle
at that moment was completely defeated by her words, and
she also saw her own powerlessness and weakness at that
moment. She knew that it was difficult for her to escape,
difficult to truly escape Henry, and his every move would

always affect her heart.
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"Okay, you..." Axel paused and said, "He doesn't eat
blueberries, he's allergic to eggs, he likes
strawberries...likes...” She was stunned when she said this, it
turned out that his love for her had always been deeply
remembered in her heart, and she smiled bitterly when she
thought of this. This means that she has given up Henry, and

from now on he is no longer Henry, but a brother...
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In the following days, Axel fell into a state of near despair.

She became silent, and the repression and disgust deep in her

heart were like an invisible beast, constantly devouring her

emotions, making her gradually become indifferent and rigid.

Feeling that all this had nothing to do with her, she tried to

drive away and stop thinking about these things that trapped

her soul, but it didn’t help.
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Henry's control over Axel was not out of love or dependence,

but a pure possessiveness and the pleasure of psychological

manipulation. He enjoyed controlling every subtle change in

her heart, and now this loss of control made Henry very panic.

He was used to knowing Axel's every move, and now that he

knew Axel had driven away from this place, he immediately

took the car keys and rushed to the front of the car, ready to

drive to find Axel.
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Pretending to find liberation over and over again in the raw,

visceral love, erasing the self.
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Pretending never to have loved this tedious world, only to
truly fall into the role of an immortal snapdragon.
Pretending to be an outsider to the Rashomon, the ironic
victim,

Pretending to please what the beloved finds pleasing, sincere
but never radiant.

Pretending to believe every clumsy, passionately whispered lie,
even longing for an even greater deceit.

Pretending that with the arrival of new life, the truth will
eternally slumber,

Pretending to pursue only freedom, running from the
helplessness of losing it all.

Pretending to be the savior who destroys others’ lives,

173



handing over a rotting rope.

Pretending never to have been the societal outsider, shining

brilliantly.

Pretending to be a loyal, silent observer, hiding a dagger.

Pretending that the fairy tale of love being written will remain

forever unchanging, deceiving oneself.

Until the gunshot sounds, the curtain falls, birds scatter and

fish flee. A grand yet silent blaze——

This is the essence of black humor, no matter what

relationship it resides in.
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The tug of war in this relationship gradually made Henry
indifferent and numb. Countless repression and anger
accumulated deep in his heart, like a volcano that could erupt
at any time. However, he could never really break this
bondage, as if his existence had been completely controlled
by her will and he could no longer find his own freedom. His

life became an endless emotional game, and he was always in
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a passive role in this game, driven by her desire for control,

until he lost all of himself.
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On a quiet night, Henry chose to end the relationship with

Ophelia. He stood in front of Ophelia, his eyes firm and calm,
as if a soul that had been suppressed for a long time finally

found its voice.

“Ophelia IR BEIE . 75 8 L& — 2 @B gt A
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"Ophelia” he whispered, a hint of relief in his voice, "it's time

for this to end between us.”

Ophelia (R A — 228515, MR BUR 5] Heney 24700
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Ophelia's eyes flashed with surprise. She had expected Henry
to be so determined. However, she did not show any loss or
sadness. Instead, she smiled slightly, with a cold sarcasm in

her eyes.
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"End?" Her voice was soft and cold, as if she was mocking his
naivety. "Have you never loved me? No, that's not the right

question. What do you think of me as?”

PIER AV A AU R T AL Henry 58 B BT
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"I don’t think we have anything to talk about right now..."
Henry said and was about to leave, but Ophelia refused to
give up and held him back. "Henry,” she called his name. He
knew it was Ophelia, but she kept thinking of her as Axel. He

was stunned for a moment and then pulled his hand away.
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"You should know that I like Axel... I love her!” Ophelia
heard him say the secret so bluntly, looked into his eyes and
said, "But you are brother and sister, it's impossible for you to
be together!” "So what?” "You will be in trouble like this...
Even so, you still love her?" She asked him hysterically,

pointing in another direction, as if Axel was standing there.
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Henry looked at her calmly and took off his glasses. "What I

fear is that after I die, when she comes to my grave every year

to pay respects, she will still call me brother instead of her

dead lover..."

Axel RIESFN R, AERA BRI WRET B,
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Axel, Phoenix and Captain, there will never be tragedy. If T

die in the next second, I will immediately tell you again that

I love you.
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In this resort, everything seems flashy and quiet, as if every

breeze is covering up the dark tide hidden in everyone’s heart.

However, under the surface calm, the relationship between

the five people has long been caught in a vortex of tension

and repression, and the emotional entanglement between

them is fermenting and fissioning little by little until the

moment when it can no longer be suppressed.

181



Yann 35 7E 0K 9% M0 0T, 2L B AP R HE . O
oP A T T L A . A ANGE B 2 AT Ursina )R T
FF o AR 1 IR LB — B DT AR A T A PO R
J& T o At A O TR X Hleney IOIREZS . (R — FUFE SR
ALY, W E 20650 W SCRIR IR, AR
X LA B

Yann stood in front of the large French window, looking at
the endless night outside the resort, his heart filled with
unspeakable depression. He knew he had to completely break
up with Ursina, that emotion had long become a heavy
shackle, and his heart no longer belonged to her. He hid his

secret love for Henry in his heart, like a creature struggling in
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the dark, sometimes emitting a ray of light, sometimes lurking

deep, but always unable to get rid of it.
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Yann sighed softly, determined to break this oppressive

relationship. He walked towards Ursina's room and tried to

break up in the most gentle way. However, when he stood in

front of her and expressed his long-awaited determination,

Ursina's reaction was completely beyond his expectations.
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Her eyes flashed with an undisguised astonishment and anger,

as if this decision touched the deepest fear in her heart.
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"Break up?” Her voice was filled with disbelief, and the smile

on her face gradually twisted into an undisguised anger and

despair. "Yann, do you really think you can just leave me like

this?”
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Yann subconsciously took a step back, the uneasiness in his
heart gradually spreading, but he still tried to remain calm.
"Ursina, I know you will be sad, but our relationship has
become a painful one. Continuing will only make each other
more painful.”
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However, Ursina's emotions were out of control, and her eves
showed a strong sense of anxiety, even a hint of madness. She
took a step forward and grabbed his arm tightly, as if she had

grabbed the only life-saving straw.

“Yann, {REVGENG? " i R E AR 5E AP R 4
B SR IR B ME— B IR S (R E T 2R . RIBREA T4
TR WRFAR. ERERSD?

"Yann, do you know?" Her voice was low and trembling, her
tone full of desperate pleading, "You are my only support.
After you are gone, what else will I have? Who will care about

me? Who will look after me, who will be by my side?"
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Her words made Yann's heart waver, but he also knew clearly

that his feelings had long gone away from her. Ursina's

dependence and anxiety had become a heavy burden and

suffocating to him.
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Ursina seemed to sense his inner struggle, and a kind of

sorrow and sadness gradually appeared in her eyes, as if she
had exposed herself naked in front of him. She gently let go
of his arm and slowly stepped back a few steps, with a look of

almost desperate pain in her eves.
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*Are you really going to leave?” Her voice was almost choked
with sobs, and tears filled her eyes, like an abandoned child.
She had never been so vulnerable, and she had never been so

frank in showing her inner fears to others.
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Yann felt helpless. Although he was filled with sympathy, he

knew that this was the best outcome for them. "Ursina, I'm

sorry.” His voice was weak but firm, as if he wanted to put all

his determination into this farewell.
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Just as he was about to turn around and leave, Ursina

suddenly whispered something that made him stop. "Yann, do
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you think that separation will solve everything? Do you think

that by running away from me, you can find freedom?”

AR T Yann, fbfE TS, BERM, Od
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This sentence deeply hurt Yann, he stopped and stood there,

a trace of doubt in his heart. He looked back at Ursina and

found that the grief on her face gradually turned into a kind

of calm anger, as if a layer of cold mask covered her face.
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“I'm telling you Yann, no one can get rid of me easily.” Her
words carried a hidden threat, her voice low and cold. "If you

really want to leave, then I will make you pay the price.”
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Yann couldn’t help but shudder. He had never seen Ursina
like this before. She was cold and resolute, as if she had

become a completely unfamiliar person to him. However, his
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heart remained firm and he was no longer shaken by her

emotions.
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"Ursina, no matter what you say, my decision will not change.”
He took a deep breath and tried to keep his voice calm.

"There is no reason for our relationship to continue.”
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Ursina sneered, her eyes flashing with an insolent arrogance,
as if she was full of contempt for his indifference. "Do you
think you can just leave me like this? I am no longer the little
girl who depended on you, Yann. If you insist on leaving,

then give it a try and see how I can make you regret it.”
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Her threat was a bit crazy, which made Yann feel an

unprecedented sense of oppression. He knew that he had

unknowingly fallen into a game that he could not control, and

Ursina's reaction was beyond his expectations. At this

moment, she was no longer the gentle and dependent lover,

but a strong woman who showed her true face after being

abandoned. Her anger and obsession intertwined into an

irresistible desire for control.
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Yann was filled with fear and anxiety. He began to realize that
his decision might not be as simple as he thought. Ursina's
reaction would put him in an inescapable dilemma. He
prayed in his heart that the storm of the breakup would be
resolved as soon as possible, but he also knew that Ursina's

character would not let him escape easily.
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In the days that followed, Ursina’s behavior became more
extreme. She began to deliberately appear in Yann's life,
constantly putting pressure on him in various ways, trying to
pull him back to her. Her words were full of complaints and
threats, sometimes weak and helpless, sometimes cold and
ruthless, like a beast staring at its prey, waiting for the

moment when he reveals a flaw.
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Yann felt that his life was being eroded by her control and

that he had lost even the most basic freedom. He could no

longer focus on his work and life, and was always worried that

she would suddenly appear and push him into a desperate

situation. His heart was filled with pain and struggle, but he

could not find true relief.
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At the same time, Ursina’s fear and anxiety are growing, Her

dependence on Yann has gradually turned into an almost

morbid obsession, and she can't stand him leaving her. She is

afraid of loneliness and losing him, and this fear drives her

crazy step by step, making her lose herself and even start to

doubt whether she really understands what love is.
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In her opinion, Yann is not only her lover, but also her
everything, her value of existence, her self-identity. If she

loses Yann, she will lose everything.
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In the extremely luxurious hall of the resort, Ophelia
carefully planned a grand private party, as if to turn the whole
night into a gorgeous maze, She wanted to use this

opportunity to let Henry see her. Even though she knew that
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he liked her sister, she still refused to give up her love for

him.
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This party is not for noisy revelry, but to create an ambiguous

atmosphere, an intimate atmosphere with undercurrents. For

her, controlling and possessing Henry is not only a kind of

emotional possession, but also a manifestation of the meaning

of her life, as if she has tied her self-esteem and sense of
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security to him. And she firmly believes that in this
performance-like party, she can gradually devour him with

the atmosphere and details.

KT 6 R0 MU 06 905 T A L KT A AU B A 0 S
o U T A — A 1R TIOR8 4 L R L N TE B P
WL eh 4 B — b B B R AR B o Ophielia 225 — 2R I 5 B B
AL . TR B2 3R 45 — A WAL 22707 . AN N80 — b
NV B T3 o £ R A e 2 A S L BERLS
AR Henryo

The light filled the room softly, and each light was adjusted to
the most appropriate brightness, just enough to hide the

subtle emotions in each shadow, allowing people to find a

201



kind of close yet distant attachment in each other’s gaze.
Ophelia wore a close-fitting black dress with a dark red
ribbon faintly tied around her waist, and she exuded an
irresistible charm. She stared at Henry who walked into the

party with the calmness of a predator in her eyes.
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Henry looked a little tired, as he had used up all his energy in

the search for Axel these days. He sat down gently under

Ophelia's guidance, feeling as if he was surrounded by an

invisible atmosphere and couldn't extricate himsell. On

weekdays, they always had a distant attitude in their

interactions in the fashion industry, but at this moment, in

this private environment, her eyes were so hot that no one

could hide. Ophelia slowly approached him, whispered, and

touched his arm as if unintentionally, hiding the true

intention in her eyes with a smile.
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However, just when she thought her plan was going smoothly,
an unexpected figure quietly appeared in the party. Axel's
arrival was like a gust of cold wind, instantly tearing apart the
intimate atmosphere she had carefully arranged. At this time,
Axel came back, but did not disturb them too much. Instead,
he quietly stood aside, his eyes firmly fixed on every detail
between them. Her arrival made Henry feel an inexplicable

sense of relief, but also made Ophelia feel strongly uneasy.
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She knew that Axel's existence was always her biggest

obstacle.
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When she saw Henry looking at her, she turned around and
sat somewhere else. She looked at the men and women at the
party. In the ambiguous atmosphere, she was not interested.
Her thoughts were pulled back to her childhood, also on a

bright night. It was a family dinner. He said to me, "Family
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dinners are boring. Do you want to go to the backyard with
me to watch fireworks?" That was her happiest time. It was a

time that existed like a dream.

Henry 3] Axel I —%1, B ACHOHBREET .
fi 22 2 HE 5 . 41 T 40 Ophelia #1)8 B 78 B2 B JF . Ophelia
XA H WAL SZ B DA Axel 7E Henry O o B 8 o SR
Axel BRI RV IR 55 MUAL I T8 v B WLt O IR I IS
SO 2B TG T8 T 8 RS RE L Ael B IR R 0 A 1A R T

The moment Henry saw Axel, he felt his heart was gone too.
He slowly stood up and patted Ophelia’s shoulder to signal
her to leave. Ophelia then intuitively felt the importance of

hersell and Axel in Henry's heart. However, Axel's cold eves
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just now made her unable to ignore it. She gritted her teeth
secretly in her heart, thinking that she must not let Axel ruin

the situation she had carefully arranged.
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"T'll go with you.” Ophelia looked at Henry. She didn't want
him to leave her... "No, Axel and I have something private to
discuss.” Henry decisively rejected her request and walked

towards Axel who was sitting in the corner.
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Henry sat down next to Axel naturally, as if everything that

happened before was a story that Axel imagined. When he sat

down, the two looked at each other in silence, and they

cooperated with each other's silence tacitly. Finally, Henry

couldn't stand the awkward atmosphere anymore, and said

the first sentence, "Where have you been recently?" Axel

looked ahead and turned his eyes to him, taking off the

sunglasses that Henry regarded as part of his look, "Brother,

I am free to go wherever I want.” At this time, Axel's "new

boyfriend” came over, "Axel, shall we go together later?”

Henry stood up and looked at him, as if silently asking about

his identity. Axel also stood up and said at the same time as

Henry, "I talked to my friends first...” "Let’s talk...” At this
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time, she didn’t know who to listen to, she took the other

man's hand and disappeared again, "Go home to sleep tonight,

don’t let me find you.” Axel heard this but chose to remain

silent,
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The atmosphere of the party gradually became dull, and

Henry felt an invisible pressure that almost made him
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breathless. He was defeated by everything in front of him, and
he felt that he had lost miserably and was completely defeated.
He stood there, staring at the figures who left together, and
looked at the chair, and found that the sunglasses that Axel
had just taken off were placed there. He reached out to take

them back, and they still had her warmth left on them
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Ophelia slowly approached Henry's ear and whispered,
"Henry, can we talk alone? I just want to tell you something.”
Her voice was a little coquettish and gentle, as if she wanted
him to completely rely on her in this private space. However,
she clearly felt that Axel's eyes were always fixed on her, and
the protective scrutiny made her feel uneasy. Her desire for
control became stronger, and her inner anger continued to

burn.
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At this time, Henry's eyes were still on Axel not far away,
which made Ophelia's heart full of anger and jealousy. Her
eyes were burning with undisguised hostility, staring at Axel,
as if every move of Axel was a mockery and provocation to
her. She was full of jealousy and resentment in her heart, and
she was unwilling to see Axel always being able to enter
Henry's life so easily, as if the natural family bond between

them was a barrier that she could never overcome.
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This psychological battle continued in silence, with every
word and every action full of hints and threats. Henry turned
his head and looked at Ophelia and said, "I'm not in the
mood now...” At this moment, Henry and Axel were like two
nocturnal animals traveling together. When the hunting plan
was in progress, they tacitly agreed not to disturb each other.
Ophelia could only smile and say, "Okay, can we do it after
we're done?” Henry looked at Ophelia again, but couldn't

bear to see her disappointed, so he could only say, "Okay.”
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At the end of the party, Henry's heart was filled with a deep
sense of isolation. His eyes moved between Ophelia and Axel,
as if he was looking for some kind of escape. However, he
found that no matter who he leaned towards, he would touch
the emotional hidden line of the other party and drag him
into a deeper dilemma. He wanted to escape, but found that

he could no longer get rid of the pull between the two
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emotions, as if he was tightly grasped by two invisible hands

and could not break free.
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In Ophelia's eyes, jealousy, desire and anger intertwined into

a complex emotion, She swore in her heart that no matter

what the cost, she would pull Henry away from Axel and

make him completely hers. An uncontrollable possessive
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desire ignited in her heart, as if only through this extreme way

could she find the meaning of her existence.
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Axel watched all this calmly, she knew she couldn't directly
defeat Ophelia in the emotional battle, but she knew Henry
would always stand by her side because of their brother-sister
relationship. This unspoken tacit understanding became her

only belief, she was not afraid of Ophelia's provocation, but



she also knew that this battle was bound to bring some

unforeseen ending.
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As the night deepened, the lights of the party dimmed. The
atmosphere between the three people was still tense. No one
was willing to speak first, and no one was willing to leave the
battlefield of this psychological warfare. There were countless

emotions hidden in the silence between them, which
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continued to ferment in the corners of their hearts until their

relationship was completely destroyed or their feelings were

truly understood.
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In this silent war, no one is a winner, and no one is a

complete loser. Their emotions are entangled, and their

dependence, suspicion, possession and protection on each

other are interwoven into a complex web of love, which binds
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the hearts of each of them and pushes them into an

unfathomable emotional abyss.
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This party may be just a beginning, but after this silent
contest, their relationship can no longer go back to the past.
In this luxurious resort, it seems that everyone has become a
prisoner of each other's emotions, unable to escape or be

freed.
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Henry seemed to be standing in an endless hall of mirrors,

surrounded by each mirror reflecting his inner desires, fears

and contradictions. Ophelia's desire for control, Axel's

indifference, Ursina’s hidden hostility, and even Yann's

secret love... All of these intertwined into an invisible web

that tightly entangled him. What made him most at a loss was

his own gradually blurred self under the projection of these

emotions.
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He couldn’t help but think of the nights he had spent with

Ursina, who he had once considered his closest friend and

one of the few people he could relate to in the fashion

industry.

R, Bl M5 Yann ATFRAMHL, BIFHA A LS

T FF B 07 0 N 0 A T A I O 3 e B

W At A SR B AR N A O 0 4R R o X R R AR I A —

A AR A 0 R AR LT A AR 2 ARG AE 1 CX) Ursina ()%

WA T R 2k R B AR i — LA A 2 ek

222



TR AR R, B IR R RS AR Yann PEARF S0
B4, IF GG AR BE— 4.

However, as her relationship with Yann became public, he
began to distance himself from her, as if the intimacy between
them could never return. Even so, he was reluctant to easily
admit the loss in his heart. This feeling was lurking like an
undercurrent in his life, and he was still not sure whether his
feelings for Ursina were a bond or a more complicated
attachment. He once thought he had let go of his concern for
her and even accepted her as Yann's partner, but now he

began to doubt everything.
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Henry recalled the moments he spent with Yann. The other

person always looked at him in a gentle and subtle way, with

a little hesitation and timidity in that look, which made Henry

feel a warm sense of security, as if the softness he himself did

not realize was quietly released in front of Yann. Yann always
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accompanied him silently, as if a secret bond was tightly
connected. However, this feeling made Henry feel uneasy. He
began to doubt whether his feelings for Yann were just
friendship, or was there a deeper dependence hidden under
this silent tacit understanding? He could not sort it out, and
did not dare to continue to delve into it, so he could only let

this emotion linger in his heart.
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In this confusion, Henry gradually realized Ophelia’s
intention. She did not hide her desire for control, and even
gradually infiltrated this desire into his life during their
interactions. Her smile, her words, and every moment she
touched him, all carried a sense of claiming sovereignty, as if
he was her private property. Henry was once confused by this
strong possessiveness, and he didn't understand why he made
her so dependent. However, deep in his heart, a certain
potential fear quietly rose, as if he himself was gradually

losing control of his own emotions under Ophelia's control.
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He began to question his true thoughts, and this doubt hit his
heart like waves at night. He found himself wavering between
Ursina and Yann, and even lost in the emotional tug-of-war
between Axel and Ophelia. He began to question the nature
of every relationship, and even doubted whether he really

knew himself.
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During a break in a dinner, Henry looked across at Ursina
who was talking to her friends. Her smile was calm and
confident, as if she would never be shaken by the storm of
emotions. He sighed softly, feeling that there was always an
untouchable barrier between him and her. He vaguely felt
that this distance might be deliberately created by himself,
out of some unconscious desire for self-protection, However,

he clearly understood that this distance made him gradually
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lose his true understanding of Ursina. He wondered whether

this alienation came from her feelings for Yann or from his

deep inner uneasiness?
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Unconsciously, his eyes fell on Yann again, Yann seemed to

always be able to see through Henry's inner fluctuations,

expressing concern in silent eyes. Henry couldn't help but ask

himself, what does such tacit understanding mean? Is he also
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looking for an indescribable comfort in Yann, a kind of
dependence beyond friendship? This question made his heart

tremble, as if he touched on some taboo truth.
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His heart was gradually engulfed by complex emotions, and
he couldn't even find a balance between Ophelia and Yann.
He once thought he was rational enough to clearly distinguish
the boundaries of each relationship, but now he found

himself in an emotional fog and didn't know where to go.
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As he fell into the abyss of self-doubt, Ophelia's control
gradually intensified. She seemed to sense Henry's wavering
and began to try to restrain him in more extreme ways. She
magnified the details of their interactions into a ritual,
treating every expression and every word of Henry as a

response. She even began to reject all factors that might
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threaten her relationship with Henry, including Ursina, Yann,

and even Henry's own freedom.
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Henry felt a suffocation he had never felt before, a feeling
that was stronger than any other experience of being trapped.
He began to feel that his emotions were being devoured by

Ophelia's obsession, as if his life trajectory could no longer
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escape her control. Her dependence at all costs made him

feel deeply afraid that he would never find his true self again.
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However, Ophelia's desire for control made him gradually
resist. He didn't want to be a captive of her emotions and
controlled by her anymore. During an accidental argument,
Henry finally exploded. He looked directly at Ophelia and
said with a resolute calmness: "Ophelia, our relationship does

not mean that I need to belong to you completely.”
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Ophelia looked at him in shock, as il his resistance was a
subversion of her worldview. She could not accept Henry's
resistance and could not understand why he would break free
from her control. She was angry and jealous, and her
possessiveness of him kept echoing in her heart. She
understood that if she could not completely possess him, then

her existence would be like nothingness.
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At this moment, Henry's heart changed, and he began to

realize that perhaps his emotional entanglement with Ursina

and Yann was not a simple emotional dependence, but a way

for him to escape from Ophelia's control. Each relationship

was his attempt to break free from the current predicament,

but he found that he had never been able to face the truth in

his heart,
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Henry began to reflect on whether his feelings for Axel were

real or just a reflection of his self-loss. He gradually realized

that his emotions were controlled and driven by external

desires, and he had never really faced himself.
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Henry returned home at night and sat on the sofa, but his

eyes were fixed on the door, expecting the person he loved to

appear when it opened. But after waiting for a while, there

was no sound in the quiet environment, He took out his

mobile phone and used the dim mobile phone light to find

the cigarette box he had placed on the coffee table. With

trembling hands, he lit the cigarette, and the smell of nicotine

rushed into his brain.
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At this moment, the door opened and the light from the

corridor shone in, making the originally dim environment a

little bright. He felt that this beam of light was like his

salvation. He saw a woman walking in, and he smiled as if he

had taken too much drugs, laughing so hard that he was out

of breath, He admitted that he was a madman, a complete

madman.
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"Don't be crazy.” Axel looked at Henry. He felt that no one in

the world knew him better than Axel. "Kid, you're back?" She

snatched the cigarette from his hand, took a puff, and then

spit the cigarette in his face. "Why? Did you miss me?"

"No... I'm just looking for a lighter that's not with me. It's my

heart...”
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The relationship between the five people is like a taut spider

web. As time goes by, the spider silk gradually breaks, and

each broken thread pulls out the long-buried desires,

jealousies and struggles, until every subtle undercurrent turns

into a torrential downpour, Everyone seems to be pulling on

their own corner, and this web woven by emotions and control

is ultimately unsustainable, with cracks spreading from the

center to the surroundings.
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The relationship between Yann and Ursina was undoubtedly
the first crack in this web. Their relationship was originally
maintained by the superficial brilliance of the resort. In the
smiles and physical interactions in public, they were like a
perfect couple, Yann always smiled habitually beside her, as if

her existence filled some inexplicable void in his heart. But
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he never expected that the undercurrent in his heart would

surge so violently when he saw Henry's eyes. Yann tried to

hide the throbbing in his heart, but the more he suppressed it,

the stronger the emotion became, until it became an

obsession that could not be ignored.
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Ursina noticed all this. She just felt a little uneasy at first, and
the subtle strangeness made her toss and turn day and night.
She tried to regain Yann's attention with a closer intimacy, as
if she could confirm her position through holding hands and
kissing again and again. However, Yann's occasional
wandering eyes and unconscious silence seemed like a silent
accusation. Gradually, Ursina’s heart began to burn with
jealousy and anger. Her control over Yann became stronger,

and she even gradually excluded him from his social life,
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trying to make him completely dependent on her. However,

Yann finally exploded in this increasingly severe bondage.

During a fierce quarrel, he no longer concealed his feelings

for Henry and confessed: "Ursina, I can't pretend anymore.

My heart has long been bound in a dream that is doomed to

be impossible to realize, and Henry is the core of that dream.”
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Ursina's anger, humiliation and despair reached a peak in an
instant. She could not accept being abandoned like this. She
fought back angrily, trying to pierce Yann's fragility with
words, but Yann seemed more determined than before. Their
relationship was scattered like broken glass overnight. The
cruel reality made Ursina realize that this relationship was
nothing more than an illusion of self-comfort. Her jealousy
and anger failed to save Yann, and this emotion gradually
collapsed her self-esteem, and eventually became an

emotional shackle that she could not suppress.
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At the same time, the relationship between Ophelia and Axel
gradually became intense. Ophelia's dependence and
possessiveness on Henry made her no longer hide her
hostility towards Axel. She regarded Axel as a threat. As

Henry's sister, Axel always occupied a close position, and this
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relationship became a shadow that Ophelia could not ignore.
She began to use every opportunity to manipulate Axel, trying
to make him waver in the relationship between her and Henry,
and even tried to imply in her words that Axel did not deserve
Henry's dependence. However, Axel gradually became aware

of Ophelia’s intentions and began to resist in his heart,

PN 22 J6] B 5 87— YCIR 0 P R T 6 gt o Axcel ¥ i i T
X Ophelia () PhIBf  A% FF 05 LLAE R RE 2 7, TR 50— Ik
EX T 00 C Rk A X 4 0 R} o Ophelia
o8 P Bk I ) 5 S Axel TAH . FE B Heney /A8
AT At . SR Axel IEARBIIE . %W HBLE : "Ophelia,

PRV EA S A7 Heney B ], (B 0ROKGE T i 5 A ARG o 5



I A A8 G ) 5 R Ao TIX A b T Ophelia O
o At R — TR AT Rl Y Bk
B ST A B A R B TS 5 R
R B B . M OF AR R 4 TR B DT
Henry 7 26 76 15 1 i JF 40 A8 AR T8 A 246 %)@ T iy N o

The relationship between the two came to a head at a party.
Axel calmly faced Ophelia’s provocation, no longer
swallowing his anger as before, but looking directly at her for
the first time, as if he was ready for this battle of the soul.
Ophelia tried to force Axel to admit defeat with provocative
words, and even used Henry as a weapon to suppress him, but
Axel did not waver. He said coldly: "Ophelia, you can occupy

Henry's time, but you can never occupy his heart. Family
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affection is not the control and restraint you imagine.” This
sentence hit the pain point in Ophelia’s heart. She felt an
unprecedented frustration. Her desire for control and
jealousy were completely torn apart, but instead stimulated a
more crazy dependence. However, this dependence made her
feel helpless. She began to realize that her control was futile
after all, and Henry could never become the person she

imagined to be absolutely hers.
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Henry was in this emotional dispute and gradually realized

his position. He began to feel a kind of clarity he had never

felt before. The feeling of being controlled and pulled by the

emotions of all parties was like a heavy mist, which gradually

dissipated. He saw Ophelia's desire for control, saw Ursina's

jealousy, felt Yann's hidden emotions, and understood Axel's

protective instinct. At this moment, he understood that these

emotional ties and entanglements were not the real him. He

realized that he had always been a projection of everyone's

250



desires, and his self had long lost its original clarity in the

maze of this relationship.
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During a solitary meditation, Henry finally made up his mind.

He was no longer satisfied with being a victim of other

people’s emotions, nor was he willing to play a role that was

controlled and manipulated. A strong desire arose in his
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heart, the long-lost desire for self-seeking. He wanted to

break free from this emotional web and find his own freedom.

Henry § 455 Ophelia MR, A #0000 08 € 3% i, A C
TR AR R R S . A “Ophelia, A1 MK
ISR AR R I FD K R o FAE R B R L T A AUR i
FEHCMAEN . " Ophelia [ BE&Z Wi 4548 46, I 5
T T AL TG 3 47 Hlenvy, X — Y0 53 3 76 W 181 4L 5%
Henry confronted Ophelia first. He calmly and firmly told her
that he no longer wanted to be controlled by her. He said,
*Ophelia, the relationship between us has never been what
you imagined. I am not your appendage. 1 have the right to

choose my own life.” Ophelia’s anger gradually turned into
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despair. She knew that she could no longer control Henry. All

her efforts were in vain in an instant.

FeAf . Henry 55 Ursina $E47 7 85 MG o 235 7 X
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Then, Henry and Ursina had a final conversation. He

expressed his apology to her and admitted that his feelings for

her had long been unsustainable. This conversation was like

a relief. Ursina realized that her obsession with Henry was
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just a disguise for self-protection, and Henry's determination
allowed her to find a trace of clarity in her anger. Ursina
reluctantly accepted the separation, and the resentment in

her heart was gradually replaced by relief.
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After all the disputes were settled, Henry walked to the beach
of the resort alone with a sense of liberation. He felt an

unprecedented calm, as if he had been reborn. He looked at
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the distant horizon, and his heart was no longer bound by

emotional entanglements. He finally understood that true

freedom is not to rely on the recognition or control of others,

but to find your own direction and no longer be fettered by

the desires of others.
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This emotional tug-of-war finally ended, and everyone found

a new way out of their emotional entanglements. Their lives

may still be complicated, but in their respective choices, they

finally found their own clarity and relief.
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The relationship between the five people has entered a

delicate state. The confrontation with determination and

anger is like a mirror, magnifying their desires, jealousy,

control and attachment to the extreme, forcing them to face

their own hearts. As the dust of the conflict settles, the five

people each enter the process of self reinvention with an

unspeakable alienation and relief. Although the relationship
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is still complicated, they begin to consciously accept each

other's existence and emotions, while also reflecting on their

past behaviors and desires.
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Yann recalled every detail of the quarrel and realized that he

seemed to have been trapped by the gazes and expectations of

others for a long time. He had always buried his secret love
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for Henry deep in his heart, thinking it was a taboo that could

not be touched. But now, after publicly expressing his feelings,

he found that his state of mind was gradually becoming

clearer, He was no longer obsessed with maintaining the

harmony of the superficial relationship, but began to question

what he really wanted.
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Yann gradually distanced himself from Ursina's control and

tried to get rid of the complex influence she left in his heart.

He no longer blindly catered to other people’s emotions and

began to re-examine the nature of his relationship with others

based on his own needs. He realized that this relationship

should not be possessive, but belonged to a free and open

territory. In this re-cognition, Yann gradually learned to let

go of control and possession and tried to let emotions flow

naturally.
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Ursina's life has long been driven by a strong sense of

self-esteem and control. In her view, Yann's emotions were

once her private domain that she had firmly controlled.

When this control was shattered by Yann's frankness, she felt

a deep sense of loss in anger. Her jealousy was completely

ignited at that moment. She was angry, uneasy, and even

resentful, but at the same time, she had to face the fear deep

in her heart - she was afraid of losing.
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During this period of self-reflection, Ursina gradually realized
that her dependence on Yann was actually a reflection of her
own anxiety. She regarded Yann as a guarantee of her
self-worth, as if only by controlling him could she prove the
meaning of her existence. As her emotions broke free, she
began to understand that this jealousy and anxiety came from

the loneliness and fragility deep in her heart. So, she tried to
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make herself independent, slowly let go, and turn her

emotions from dependence to self-growth.
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In an underground bar, Axel finally gave in to her feelings for
Henry. She sat on the sofa with her hat pulled down low,

ordered a glass of strange yet familiar whiskey, and then
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stared at the ice in the glass gradually melting. Her mind was

blank at this moment. [t was four o'clock in the morning, and

there was only an hour left before the bar closed. There were

a few guests sitting in this small bar, but everyone was drunk

as mud. The bartender greeted the new guests sitting at the

bar in a sleepy manner, The lights were dim and gentle, and

there was a sense of loneliness and absurdity.
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At this moment, she was sitting here thinking about what
Henry said that day. She thought he was an actor who lied to
her every day, saying that he liked her but also that it was
impossible. She walked to the resident singer, grabbed the
microphone and sang a few lines, then her voice stopped. Her
fingers were trembling, and she could no longer speak
because of the surging emotions in her throat. Some people
were applauding and some were cheering, but she simply said

sorry and left the stage.
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M fi almost lovero
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Returning to her original seat, she took out her most precious

lighter and threw it into the whiskey without hesitation. The

lighter and ice cubes collided crisply, and the bubbles slowly

spun and rose. Walking out of the bar, Axel took a deep

breath, grabbed the remaining cigarette boxes in his pocket,

and threw them all into the trash can beside him. He

smoothed his hair and pretended to walk casually, ignoring

his eyes that had been red since he didn’t know when. "So

how long are you going to follow me?” She said to the shadow

behind her without turning her head. The person behind was

startled, and then slowly walked out of the darkness. "Henry,

no, it's my brother.” He stood opposite her. It turned out that

he was behind her on every street corner and every traffic
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light on the way she took a taxi to the bar. He followed her

into the underground bar, chose a seat farthest from her,

ordered the same whiskey as her, and watched her sing on the

stage. That song was his favorite, called Almost Lover,

Almost X A A b I5 50, ToREEE ves, HIARERC

AFESE no MR . BUARMATA X R —FFE, almost lover...

Almost is the most despicable word in the world, infinitely

close to yes, but it cannot change the essence of no. Just like

their relationship, almost lover...
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BT ERET — T U RAVRTRE . AR BERY ... M7 7] Henry
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"I told you, that's my heart...” Axel's tears fell when she heard
this. She smiled and said, "It's impossible for us, you said..."
She looked at Henry with sadness and disappointment, "And
don’t you already have Ophelia?” "Yes..." Henry could only

smile bitterly at this time without explaining.
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I have a hundred, a thousand, ten thousand chances to tell

you,

I love you.

Of course I do.... I will always love you.

I love your body when you take off your clothes.

In the end, you become me,
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using the method of pulling out the tendons and bones to

sweep away the feelings between each other.

In the end, I become you.

I will never hear the answer I want in my life.

Axel, I lost in the end.

Take me away, my child. How I want to say this, in the past,

present and future.

But I can't, at least not now...
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Axel left, and left again... She knew that there were many,

many problems between them, which could not be solved or

changed at once, so she chose to leave. When she left, she

told him, "Don’t come to me, I yearn for freedom...”

fhaABR . RATES I ...

What is tragic is the departure of the Phoenix...
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Ophelia has long been accustomed to control and possession.

She tried to gain a sense of security by controlling Henry's

emotions, and this possessiveness once made her feel a kind

of illusory satisfaction. However, when all this was broken by

Henry's determination, she struggled in the fear of losing

control, as if her protective layer was stripped away, exposing

her inner fragility. She realized that this possessiveness was

just a way to cover up her inner anxiety, and she had never

really learned to love someone.
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In this cognition, Ophelia experienced a struggle with herself.
She gradually let go of her possession of Henry and began to
face the loneliness deep in her heart. She realized that she
could not fill the emptiness in her heart by controlling others,
but needed to find a kind of peace and satisfaction from
within. Ophelia began to learn to be independent, slowly let

go, and try to find true self-confidence and self acceptance.
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After experiencing emotional upheavals, the five people

gradually entered a delicate balance. They no longer cling to

the control and possession of the past, but gradually learn to

find their own position in accepting others. In this resort,

their relationship is still complicated, but no longer full of

hostility, but with a sense of tolerance and understanding.
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There is no longer an emotional bondage between each other,

but each stands in his own position, building a new balance.
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The relationship between Yann and Henry gradually
transformed from the tension of secret love to a frank
friendship. They no longer tried to hide their feelings, but

learned to find a balance in this emotion. Yann let go of his
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obsession with Henry, and Henry gradually accepted Yann's
feelings and got along with him in a frank manner. The
feelings between the two were no longer a hidden secret, but

a gentle tacit understanding.
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Ursina began to learn to be independent and no longer
regarded Yann as her dependence. Her self confidence was

gradually rebuilt in independence, and she no longer used
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control over others to prove her existence. Her jealousy
gradually faded, replaced by a calm rationality. She no longer
created a barrier between Yann and Henry, but accepted their

relationship with an open mind.
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Ophelia experienced an emotional transformation in the
process. She no longer insisted on controlling Henry's life,

but learned to find peace in loneliness. She realized that her



possessiveness was just a projection of her inner anxiety, and

her real desire was to find her own sense of security. Ophelia

gradually let go in reflection, no longer trying to control

others, but trying to accept herself.

TN Z T FR 2R R TE A T A SRR B R EN T — R I P

o A AT B TE X 5 W BRI RO AP 4R B TR T, R4

Tad F i R TR R T O AT o FE X T BE AR

F e A AR A A IE A A RS R D 2 TR A

FI 357 o

The relationship between the five people has entered a new

balance in the constant reflection and growth. They have each

found themselves in this emotional tug-of-war, no longer
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entangled in the constraints of the past, but moving forward

in their own direction. In this resort, their lives are still

complicated, but they are no longer bound to each other, but

are independent.

At A7 AS 3358 B AL R BT — L T 2 T DL — R A

LSRN RS A A AR TE R B R E

TP R B TR T 1AL 5% AR R TN R U TR B —

Tl S 300 A O 2L o A A S R B T A LA R L TR

FF) T B AT 5 A

They no longer try to bind each other together, but learn to

accept each other's emotions and existence in an inclusive

manner. Everyone finds a new direction in this process of
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self-reinvention. The relationship is no longer an emotional

vortex, but a bond that supports each other. They are no

longer individuals driven by desire, but have found a new

balance and harmony.
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